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DIY Streets Kings Heath
High Street Design Proposals: Autumn 2014
‘Creating Places for People’
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OVERALL AIM

“A walkable environment is good for High
Streets. Research suggests that making
places better for walking can “More people on the streets leads to
and by up to 40 per cent” improved and
- research shows that the
presence of pedestrians on streets
' causes drivers to travel more slowly”

HIGH QUALITY PUBLIC REALM
A BETTER CITY
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“Attractive and well-connected
permeable street networks

encourage more people to '
and to local destinations, .

whilst also improving

reducing motor traffic, .
energy use and ()

“People meeting one
another on a casual
basis strengthens

. ' and
encourages a sense

legibility grnn

of pride in local
environments”

R High quality Diverse Well balanced Improved
thus have a crucial part public space public life traffic network pedestrian
to play in the delivery of ‘ . . SN et

What are we trying to achieve in the long term?

defined as * where @
people want to and
, now and in the ‘

future” ‘

Gehl Architects, Places for People. 2011
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“The way we shop has changed for

) good and, as Mary Portas identified, the
success of our high streets may depend
on them rediscovering their function as

ras“ for
socializing, culture, health, well-being,
creativity and learning”

What else is going on in Kings Heath....

“People who live in good-quality environments
are more likely to have a

and a stake in maintaining the quality of their
local streets and public spaces.”

Movement Vs Place Functions of a Street.... g DIY Strests KH

“Streets should not be designed just to accommodate the movement of motor vehicles. It is important that
designers place a high priority on meeting the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users, so that
growth in these modes of travel is encouraged.” (DFT, Manual for Streets 2, 2007)
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Medium movement '
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place function.

High Street

Movement Status

Liveable, healthier, greener, safer streets

Residential Street

Place Status
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DIY Streets KII‘IgS Heathis following a community-led approach to
create a long term design for the improvement of Kings Heath High Street. The main
aim is to create more vibrant people focussed places that overcome barriers to
walking, cycling and social interaction. The project is running in partnership with
both the local community and Birmingham City Council in line with the Kings Heath
Road Safety Strategy and Birmingham Mobility Action Plan. The DIY Streets Project
specifically addresses the ‘Placemaking’ section of this strategy for the High Street.

We are now moving into the final stages of the project and are -

refining the details of the High Street proposals. We are finding out what people think
and trying to reach an overall consensus on the designs before passing them to the | walking

Council to go through formal consultation. At the moment the phase 1 improvements A\ cycling
are due to take place on the ground next year.

Which stage are we at W|th the design?

Design and Trial

Previous Stages

Making Places for People....

There is a diverse public I|fe in Klngs Heath BUT does the High Street reﬂect thls'?

Street food festival

movement

place ', appearance

Refine and Define

Current Stage

Narrow congested pavements becomes difficult to stop e.g. Features such as bike racks, seating, street trees, waymarkers

browse shop windows. Areas around bus stops become etc which enhance sense of place and variety of functions

congested and obstructs through flow limited.

Large expanses of ‘dead’ under-utilised space which can be Few opportunities to stop, meet, people watch on the High Street.
reclaimed to improve the street. A street with no seats.

Steet does not reflect the balance of users. E.g. pedestrians,
cyclists.

Over 10 schools nearby - ngh Street is a main part of the leflcult to cross the road in between formal crossing points.
school journey. Natural desire lines not facilitated for.

A street for people? There is an uneven emphasis on Low Ieglblllty as a visitor: dlfflcult to know where different shops
movement function of the street rather than as a place/ ‘partlcularly off the High Street), destinations and facilities are
local centre. Parked cars dangerous obstacle for cyclists. ocated. e.g. totem signage, signage to off street car parking,

general waymarking.

Does the High Street look or feel like a people place now?

Lk e F o)



An average section through the High Street now...
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2m 38m
Parking lane Sidewalk

4.1m 4.1m

What Adoes this look like on the ground?

Sidewalk Drive lane Drive lane

Please note: sections are approximate from the narrowest section of the street where we are proposing to remove on street parking.

| High % of space for cars | Lower % of space for people | Fewer places to stop | Narrow pavements | Poor Cycling conditions | Difficult to cross road | More movement than place function |

Rebalancing space: How it could look...
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Sidewalk Drive lane Sharrow Sidewalk

What might this look like on the ground?

Please note: sections are approximate from the narrowest section of the street where we are proposing to remove on street parking.

| More balanced space for all users | More opportunities to stop | Wider pavements | Rationalised space for cycling | Higher place function as key destination | Shorter crossing distances |
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Gateways / Greening

Advanced,/stop lines
For cyclists.

pportunity for art/
nurals on raliway bridge
o

Tree planting to
enhance sense of
arrival, emphasise

Trees wil also help
to offset air
pollution.

V\#al\luorth Road, Kensington ngh Street London. Extensive tree planting to green the street and enhance sense
of place

Accese i and

Police. seuuun
Unaffecte

Reclalning under This area would act
used space outside as the formal
transition point Into
eople % the High Street
space’. Opportunity i where the street
begins to change
into a local centre
with—the gateway
Feature stretching
o [material change
on 'the carniageway:

ating, translating
Zhe Ubrary space
into the stree

On S$treet parking
bays retained

carrlageway reduces
%0 7m to provide
continulty along the
street. 35n lanes.

Right turn
markings

Patonalised

__ roasayout— ~

On street

formalisect

Sustrans DIY Streets Kings Heath



o Crossing Points

raise:
crossing polnt

Widened and \re-nodelled
pavements i unction Into
near bus oplar- Road.
stops will

ean  le.

congestion

and_crovding
on the

footway.

Renove guard

pedestrian

crossingto
enable inFormal
crossing.

Narrow

carrisgewa

Crossiny

Sistoneds

Tree planting
inFormal boundary
between the Footway

Renoval of 10

Road markings
realigned

ad, to
rationalised
layout.

~Ruised Grea a
Intersection
- ciliba te
Informal_crossing
this
poin

t with
multiple noturat
desire lines.

Remval of 7 on, street —
parking kays 6 allow

i
.
AN,

No disabled kays
willbeofPected
by these proposals.
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Source: BMAP, White Paper, 2014.
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Kings Heath High Street has been identified as a Green Travel District which will enable packages of measures
in specific locations to help achieve less than 50% single occupancy car mode share. The vision is for Districts
with less pollution, congestion, fewer accidents, and healthier, safe and more productive communities.
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S

aking Places for People: improving public realm on the High Street

All key destinations on the High Street should be served by adequate cycle parking provision that
can accommodate employees,customers, residents and visitors.

Legibility / Visitor experience
Enhancing the Streetscape

Planting, particularly street trees, helps to soften the street
scene while creating visual interest, improving microclimate,
increases quality of the public realm, provides continuity, and
provides a softer boundary between the pavement and the road
as well as providing a habitat in the urban area for wildlife.

Iproving visitor experience with coordinated street signage to give people more information about nearby

facilities, streets/ shops. Enhancing ‘place’ value and legibility of Kings Heath local centre.

igh Street.

Increasing diversitﬁ of kerbside activity that can take place and variety of public life to enhance the
place value of the

.“ P .

N N N I A o— n Seating is necessary to provide rest points for pedestrians, Greened walkways with integrated seating Coordinated street furniture that encourages
Parking si nagfe s_tll_'qtegg to ﬁlgnpost ‘"s'to"ls to nelarby caapar(lj(lng faCIlltleSI on the High Strt-f}e}‘. Th?re are off h particularly those vCYth mobility or visual impairments, and extra  opportunities improves user experience as human activity can also contribute to a sense of
strese_lt Pa"s ing acléties but t F?V %"e Xurrent VIP°°r signed an d "I‘a“y people are unawar%o dt h eir °‘|"at'°“ suc seating should be considered where people congregate, such well as providing elements of sustainable place, but should not create clutter or affect
as Silver Street and Institute Road. An overall strategy to avoid cluttering is important and address the areas as shops, key points along the High Street. urban drainage. E.g. Parade/ Kingsway pedestrian movement along/ across the street.

where cluttering is an issue at the moment. frontage.




For more information about the project or this stage of the emerging High Street Design please contact:

Jenny Barlow

DIY Streets Kings Heath
Project Co-ordinator, Sustrans
jenny.barlow@sustrans.org.uk
0121 634 1543

07887763470

To keep up to date with the project you can ‘like’ or ‘follow’ us:

n DIY Streets Kings Heath
m @DIYStreetsKH

Sustrans is grateful for the continued support of our work in Kings Heath from the following:

’ ®
&f; e "/Birminghum City Council
LOTTERY FUNDED E

Sustrans is the charity that’s enabling people to travel by foot, bike or public transport for more of the journeys we make every day. It’s time
we all began making smarter travel choices. Make your move and support Sustrans today. www.sustrans.org.uk [ —




